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Yu Gu, Ph.D.,  
Interactive Robotics Laboratory (IRL)   

Associate Professor, Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering  

West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV 26506/6106 

Phone: (304) 293-3992, E-mail: Yu.Gu@mail.wvu.edu 

 

Personal Qualities 

Nearly face blind, forgetful of names (since childhood), finite memory capacity (forgetting as 

fast as learning), lacking depth of knowledge, socially awkward.  

Education 

• Did not get a “B” in all college sophomore classes (hint: no “A” either), 1993-1994.  

• Rejected by top-choice universities and the hope to study particle physics, 1992. 

• Failed to pass the high school entrance exam (by a large margin). Audited high school for all 

three years, 1989-1992.   

Employment 

Spent four years (2008-2012) to find a suitable tenure-track faculty job, with 244 applications 

submitted, 18 phone interviews, and 10 on campus interviews.   

Competition 

Failed to qualify for the University Rover Challenge (URC) onsite competition for three years, 

2018, 2019, 2020. 

Publication 

Did not publish a first author international journal paper until two years after Ph.D. 

Rejected Journal Articles (selected): 

• One manuscript rejected by IEEE TRO, 2021. 

• Two manuscripts rejected by IEEE RA-L, 2021. 

• One manuscript rejected by AIAA JGCD, 2019. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/WVUIRL
mailto:Yu.Gu@mail.wvu.edu
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• One manuscript rejected by IEEE RA-L, 2018. 

• One manuscript rejection by AIAA Journal of Aircraft, 2017. 

• Two manuscripts rejected by AIAA JGCD, 2015. 

• One manuscript rejected by AIAA TRO, 2014. 

• One manuscript rejected by IEEE TGRS, 2010. 

• One manuscript rejected by AIAA JGCD, 2010. 

• One manuscript rejected by IEEE TRO, 2011. 

Publication: Rejected Conference Papers (Selected) 

• Five out of five manuscripts rejected by ICRA, 2020. 

• One manuscript rejection by IROS, 2018. 

• One manuscript rejection by ICRA, 2018. 

• One manuscript rejection by IROS, 2017. 

Research Proposals 

Rejected Research Grant Proposals (81 total): 

• Eight proposals rejected, 2022. 

• Two proposals rejected, 2021. 

• Two proposals rejected, 2020. 

• Two proposals rejected, 2019. 

• Four proposals rejected, 2018. 

• Three proposals rejected, 2017. 

• Six proposals rejected, 2016. 

• Eight proposals rejected, 2015. 

• Seven proposals rejected, 2014. 

• One proposal rejected, 2013. 

• Five proposals rejected, 2012. 

• Two proposals rejected, 2011. 

• Four proposals rejected, 2010. 

• Nine proposals rejected, 2009. 

• Eight proposals rejected, 2008. 

• Six proposals rejected, 2007. 

• Four proposals rejected, 2006. 
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NSF Record (PI of 13 rejected proposals): 
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Note: “withdrawn” projects were funded by a different agency.  

  

Digital Footprint  

Blog – IRL – YouTube – Google Scholar – LinkedIn 

http://yugu.site/
https://yugu.faculty.wvu.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq91y7CAt3kCiLDEDvClSNg
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=VB9c8EQAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wvuirl

